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devoted husband to his loving wife Eva of 65 
years, and father to son Sandy Jr. and daugh-
ter Cassandra. 

Deacon Dewalt is a devoted servant of 
Christ who joined the Union Baptist Church in 
1955 under the leadership of the founding 
pastor, Rev. Dr. Aaron Wood. A member of 
the Union Baptist Church for 57 years, he was 
appointed Decaon Chairman Emeritus in 
1998. Mr. Dewalt is also a member of the 
Joint Board of Directors; he has served on the 
Board of Deacons for the better of 50 years. 

‘‘Deek’’—as he is affectionately known at 
Union is the current Superintendent of the 
Sunday School Department 2nd, member of 
the Board of Christian Education, the Pastor’s 
Aide and the Music Ministry. Additionally he 
works diligently with the Soup and Feeding 
Ministry. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Dea-
con Dewalt for devoting his time to serving 
those who God sends to in their time of need 
and to the church that he loves so dearly, the 
Union Baptist Church, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Deacon Sandy 
Dewalt. 
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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sister Elizabeth Van Straten, who is a 
highly esteemed member of the Chicago area 
and a resident of the Englewood community in 
the City of Chicago. 

At the end of this year, Sister Van Straten 
will be retiring from her position as the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of St. Ber-
nard Hospital, which is located in the Engle-
wood community of the City of Chicago. 

An alumnus of DePaul University, Sister 
Van Straten is a member of the religious con-
gregation of women known as the Religious 
Hospitallers of Saint Joseph (R.H.S.J.), which 
founded St. Bernard Hospital in 1904. She is 
the last member of the religious sisters serving 
at St. Bernard. In following a line of women 
dedicated to serving the poor, Sister Van 
Straten has committed herself and her talents 
for more than 34 years in service of and pro-
moting the health and well-being of the Engle-
wood community. 

Sister Van Straten has met and overcome 
major challenges in keeping St. Bernard Hos-
pital open, even as three other neighborhood 
hospitals have closed. In addition to keeping 
open its doors, under Sister Van Straten’s 
leadership St. Bernard has become the largest 
employer in the Englewood community and a 
leading national provider of emergency med-
ical services, dental services and prenatal 
care services, just to name a few. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Sister Elizabeth Van 
Straten. She is truly worthy of recognition 
today and onward by this august body—the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 
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Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the Lone Star Model A Ford Club 
upon achieving a milestone in the club’s his-
tory. This Saturday, December 1, 2012, the 
club will meet for their 1,000th weekly break-
fast in Georgetown, Texas. 

Organized on September 26, 1993, in 
Georgetown, Texas, the Lone Star Model A 
Ford Club is for owners and admirers of Model 
A Fords who are interested in restoring and 
maintaining the automobile in a manner to at-
tract prestige and respect within the commu-
nity. 

The Lone Star Model A Ford Club has 
served as a medium of exchange of ideas, in-
formation and parts for admirers of the Model 
A Ford car, manufactured from 1928 through 
1931, and to aid them in their efforts to restore 
and preserve the car in its original likeness. 

In addition, the Lone Star Model A Ford 
Club encourages and maintains among its 
members the spirit of good-fellowship, soci-
ality, and fair play through sponsored activities 
including the use of the Model A Ford and 
family participation. 

The Lone Star Model A Ford Club has con-
sistently supported local civic endeavors by 
displaying their Model A’s whenever asked by 
nursing homes, retirement homes, civic clubs, 
the Chamber of Commerce, the City of 
Georgetown, and Williamson County, includ-
ing, during the re-dedication of the Williamson 
County Courthouse after its renovation. 

The Club has twice hosted the statewide 
Model A Ford Convention in Georgetown with 
attendance as high as 550 people from 
throughout Texas in 1998 and again in 2005 
and has been selected to host the 50th state-
wide Model A Ford Convention to be held in 
June 2013 in Round Rock, Texas. 

Club members began meeting for weekly 
breakfasts every Saturday morning in October 
1993 and have consistently continued this 
weekly social activity to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 77 family 
members of the Lone Star Model A Ford Club 
on the occasion of their 1,000th weekly break-
fast together and encourage our state’s citi-
zens to congratulate these individuals whose 
efforts should be recognized in preserving an 
important part of our nation’s motoring history 
for the benefit of future generations. 
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Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of the nation of Israel, and ask 
my colleagues to join me in condemning the 
terrorist attacks against the Israeli people from 
the Palestinian Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 

As Hamas militants continue to target its as-
sault against innocent Israeli civilians, Israel 
will continue its efforts to defend her people. 

No nation should be forced to subject itself to 
such violence and destruction, nor should its 
people be forced to live in fear. Just as the 
United States would not stand idly by if such 
horrific attacks were waged against Ameri-
cans, I support Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
acts of self-defense. 

It is equally concerning that Egyptian Presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi has moved away from 
Egypt’s traditional role as a mediator between 
Palestine and Israel, and has publically sup-
ported the actions of Hamas, which is an off-
shoot of the Muslim Brotherhood, to which 
President Morsi belongs. That is why I strong-
ly urge President Obama and Secretary Clin-
ton to use the strongest forms of diplomacy to 
support our ally Israel, and work with Israelis 
and Palestinians to end this violence. 

In less than three days, Hamas militants 
have fired an estimated 550 missiles into 
Israel. Israel’s justified response has debili-
tated Hamas’s rocket-firing facilities and has 
significantly reduced their strategic capabili-
ties. 

To date, three Israeli civilians have been 
killed, along with twenty Palestinian militants 
and civilians. Israel ended its military and civil-
ian presence in Gaza in 2005, attempting to 
end further conflict in the area, but Hamas 
militants continue to provoke armed conflict 
against Israel. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the nation 
of Israel as they withstand and defend against 
these heinous attacks. I hope that this conflict 
soon ends and firm groundwork is established 
to solidify a long-term, mutually agreed upon 
peace agreement between Israel and Pal-
estine. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to congratulate Shepherd of the Hills 
Church in Porter Ranch, California, on the 
celebration of its 100th Anniversary. For a 
century, the leaders and parishioners of the 
Church have dedicated themselves to uphold-
ing their faith and bringing the San Fernando 
Valley community closer together. Originally 
known as the Van Nuys First Baptist Church, 
the Church began in 1912 in an railroad car in 
the town of Van Nuys, California, with less 
than 100 congregants. Under the direction of 
senior pastor Dr. Jess Moody, the congrega-
tion grew steadily, moving in 1991 to a new 
building in Porter Ranch, California, where it 
became known as Shepherd of the Hills 
Church. In 1995, the congregation merged 
with nearby Hillcrest Christian Church. 

Since its founding, Shepherd of the Hills 
Church has continued to explore new venues 
and opportunities for worship throughout the 
greater Los Angeles area. Today, the Church 
is a vibrant, diverse congregation of more than 
12,000 members, four ‘‘daughter’’ churches, 
and two satellite campuses throughout Los 
Angeles County. Since 1999, Shepherd of the 
Hills Church has also hosted an annual 4th of 
July Fireworks Spectacular, which attracts 
over 50,000 residents of the San Fernando 
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